


Agenda

• BGA Mission
• What are “green jobs”?
• The green economic recovery plan



Blue Green Alliance

• A strategic partnership of: 
– United Steelworkers, 
– Sierra Club, 
– Natural Resources Defense Council,
– Communications Workers of America, 
– Service Employees International Union, and
– Laborers International Union of North America.

• 6.2 million members.

• Focusing on the economic benefits of 
environmental investments, particularly global 
warming solutions.



Defining Green Jobs?



What Are “Green Jobs”?

• Blue collar jobs with a green purpose

Brandy Smith, millwright at Mortenson 
Construction, installs wind turbines.

Betsy Burns, precision grinder for 
Timken Steel, makes roller bearings 
for renewable energy equipment.



Estimates of Green Jobs in the U.S.

• Management Information Services, 
Inc.—8.5 million jobs in 2006 in 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency.

• Renewable Energy Policy 
Project/BGA—840,000 potential new 
manufacturing jobs from a 15% federal 
renewable energy standard.

• National Renewable Energy Lab—
180,000 new jobs from 20% wind-
generated electricity by 2030.

• Economic Policy Institute—net 1.4 
million more jobs from meeting Kyoto 
protocols, including most 
manufacturing sectors



Green Economic Recovery
• 9-9-08 Report produced 

by Center for American 
Progress and U Mass.

• Released by GJFA in 34 
states

• Major features
– 2 years $100 Billion 

investment
– 2 million new jobs
– 4 times as many jobs as 

investment in oil
– Reduce US employment  

by 1.7%



The Six Key Strategies

• Building retrofitting for energy efficiency

• Mass transit and freight rail 
• Smart grid electrical transmission systems 

• Wind energy 
• Solar energy 

• Advanced biofuels



Green vs. Oil Spending



Jobs Created by Each Strategy



Distribution of Jobs & Investment
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The Candidates’ Stands



Current Recovery Proposals

United Steelworkers-

Institute for America’s
Future proposal



Current Recovery Proposals
Center for American Progress

$350 Billion



Current Recovery Plans
Green Group

• $100 Billion from “Green Recovery” +
– $2 B Transit funding projects

– $10 B Energy Star tax credits
– $5 B Clean renewable energy bonds

– $6 B Energy block grants
– $3.5 B Federal solar roofs

– $7.25 B Green schools
– $6.5 B Green infrastructure for clean water

– And $18.5 B additional projects



Recent Obama Statement
• “We’ll put people back to work rebuilding our crumbling 

roads and bridges, modernizing schools that are failing 
our children, and building wind farms and solar panels, 
fuel-efficient cars and the alternative energy 
technologies that can free us from our dependence on 
foreign oil and keep our economy competitive in the 
years ahead,” Mr. Obama said in a radio address last 
month, echoing a campaign promise with a new sense of 
urgency.



Making a Down Payment on the 
Green Economy

• Feb. 4-6, 2009 over 
100 organizations and 
2000+ delegates will 
come to Washington, 
DC to advocate for 
the “Green 
Recovery”—the most 
important immediate 
step to solving global 
warming.



Green Jobs for America


